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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Indianapolis Museum of Art and American Alliance of Museums 
announce the release of Rights & Reproductions: The Handbook 

for Cultural Institutions 
Digital publication is the first definitive resource in an ever-changing field 

 
INDIANAPOLIS, and WASHINGTON, Sept. 1, 2015— The Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA) and 
American Alliance of Museums (AAM) announced today the release of the much-anticipated 
publication, Rights & Reproductions: The Handbook for Cultural Institutions. The release marks 
the culmination of the two-year National Leadership Grant awarded to the IMA by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) in Sept. 2013.  
 
Co-published by the IMA and AAM, the publication is the first of its kind and will serve as an 
industry-wide standard of emerging best practices and guidelines in the rights and reproductions 
field. Anne M. Young, the IMA’s manager of rights and reproductions, served as project director, 
editor and one of the contributing authors to the Handbook. Content development was guided by 
over 20 top experts in museums and libraries, intellectual property lawyers and collection 
specialists who partnered in its authoring, editing and peer review. Partnering institutions include 
The Art Institute of Chicago, The J. Paul Getty Museum, The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 
the libraries at the University of Michigan and University of Minnesota, Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, The New York Public Library and Yale University Art Gallery.   
 
"AAM is proud to be publishing this ground-breaking digital handbook on intellectual property law, 
fair use, licensing, publications, websites and open access, something the museum field has 
needed for a long time,” said Laura L. Lott, President and CEO of the American Alliance of 
Museums.  “I congratulate the Indianapolis Museum of Art and the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services for their vision and support for this project, and I applaud Anne Young and her 
cadre of two dozen experts who worked tirelessly over the past two years to produce this 
definitive, 412-page handbook that can now be downloaded onto every museum professional's 
desktop." 
 
“The Indianapolis Museum of Art is honored to lead this publication to fruition, which continues 
not only our long-standing involvement in the rights and reproductions field, but also our 
commitment to digital publishing platforms,” said Dr. Charles L. Venable, The Melvin & Bren 
Simon Director and CEO at the IMA. “The IMA is dedicated to continued service to the field, and 
this publication is an important step for all who deal with the complicated world of image rights on 
a daily basis.” 
 
The Handbook was produced utilizing the Online Scholarly Catalogue Initiative (OSCI) Toolkit 
that was created by the IMA Lab, the media and technology arm of the IMA, with the support of 
the Getty Foundation. This is the first reference resource created with the OSCI Toolkit and 



exported as an e-book file (non-device specific). The digital platform allows the Handbook to be 
regularly updated to reflect changing practices in the field or intellectual property laws. To ensure 
this, a publication sustainability committee comprised of contributing authors and legal review 
panelists will be formed to conduct annual reviews and advise the IMA and AAM of any 
suggested content edits.  
 
Highlights of this digital format include direct hyperlinks to external sources and related articles 
within the footnotes, appendices and bibliography; embedded video files; and over 100 pages of 
document and contract templates. 
 
In addition to the unique features of the digital platform, the Handbook addresses numerous 
topics that rights and reproductions specialists at cultural institutions encounter daily, including: 
 

 An overview of Intellectual Property (IP) law, ethics and risk (in the United States) and 
compared with the broad differences found in international IP rights. 

 Rights issues in permanent collections: determining the rights status of collection objects, 
identifying rights holders and preparing non-exclusive licenses. 

 Uses of materials, including, but not limited to, publications and exhibitions, educational 
materials, websites and social media, marketing and promotion, retail and commercial 
products, licensing materials to external users, and evolving photography policies. 

 Varying processes employed for clearing permissions and sourcing materials, as well as 
when a utilization of fair use is appropriate and the types of attribution required. 

 
Rights & Reproductions: The Handbook for Cultural Institutions is available for purchase through 
AAM’s website at https://aam-us.org/ProductCatalog/Product?ID=5186 for $4.99 (non-members 
and Tier 1 members) and $1.99 (Tier 2 and 3 members).  
 

About the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source 
of federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 35,000 
museums. Our mission is to inspire libraries and museums to 
advance innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic 

engagement. Our grant making, policy development, and research help libraries and museums 
deliver valuable services that make it possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn 
more, visit www.imls.gov and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
About the Indianapolis Museum of Art 
The Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA) is located on a 152-acre campus of lush gardens, historic 
homes, outdoor sculptures, inspiring performance and gallery spaces. Founded in 1883, the IMA 
is among the 10 oldest and 10 largest encyclopedic art museums in the United States and 
features significant collections of African, American, Asian, European, contemporary art and 
design arts that spans 5,000 years of history. With innovative programming to engage guests of 
all ages, the IMA offers a variety of interactive experiences inside the galleries, throughout the 
campus and within the local community. From gardening demos in the Madeline F. Elder 
Greenhouse to outdoor film screenings in the IMA Amphitheater to community celebrations in The 
Virginia B. Fairbanks Art & Nature Park: 100 Acres, guests are invited to engage with art and 
nature in exciting new ways at the IMA. Along with the Indianapolis campus, the IMA also owns 
the Miller House and Garden in Columbus, Ind., one of the nation’s most highly regarded 
examples of mid-century Modernist residences. For more information visit www.imamuseum.org.  
 
About the American Alliance of Museums 
The American Alliance of Museums has been bringing museums together since 1906, helping to 
develop standards and best practices, gathering and sharing knowledge, and providing advocacy 
on issues of concern to the entire museum community. With nearly 25,000 individual, more than 
4,000 institutional and 300 corporate members, the Alliance is dedicated to ensuring that 
museums remain a vital part of our communities, connecting people with the greatest 
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achievements of the human experience, past, present and future. For more information, visit 
www.aam-us.org.  
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